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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Vermont Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
 
FROM:  Devin Colman, State Architectural Historian 
 
RE:  Vermont Park, 362, 365, 366, 370, 374, 389, 390, and 396 Riverside Avenue, Burlington, VT 
  Request for a State Register Determination of Eligibility 
 
DATE:  May 13, 2022 
 
The Vermont Division for Historic Preservation has been asked to evaluate whether the properties 
referenced above meet the criteria for listing in the State Register of Historic Places. This request was made 
by Benjamin Avery, Black Rock Construction. 
 
The eight buildings comprised the Vermont Park development built in 1940-42 by developer Leo 
Schildhaus. Six rental cottages and a house were built on the south side of Riverside Avenue. On the north 
side, another cottage was built for the Vermont Motor Vehicle Department, as well as a gas station. 
Envisioned as community of short-term, year-round rental cottages, Schildhaus planned to add another 12 
cottages to supplement the original six. The additional cottages were never built, and Schildhaus sold the 
development in 1946. The new owner then sold the buildings individually as private homes.  
 
These resources have not been previously documented in the survey. A summary description of the history 
of these resources is presented in the document titled “Vermont Park, Riverside Avenue, Burlington.” 
Elizabeth Peebles, Historic Resources Specialist, conducted a site visit to the property on April 26, 2022.  

 
Based on the information gathered through historical research and the site visit, the Division has 
made a preliminary determination that the Vermont Park development, as it exists today, does not 
meet the State Register Criteria for Evaluation. Although the development of roadside rental 
cottages in the early 1940s is part of a statewide trend spurred by increased mobility and tourism 
in the mid-20th century, this complex was never fully built out (only six of a planned 18 cottages 
were built) and it only operated as roadside cottage complex for five years, until 1946. Since then, 
the cottages have been sold to individual owners and remodeled as single-family homes. They are 
not architecturally distinctive, and many have been altered with replacement siding and windows. 



  

   

One cottage has been demolished, leaving only five standing today. The gas station is now repair 
garage, no longer sells gas, and has been significantly altered with a large addition.  
 
As such, it is our recommendation that the Vermont Park development is not eligible for listing in 
the State Register of Historic Places. We are requesting that the Vermont Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation make a formal determination of eligibility for the State Register of Historic 
Places. 

 
 

  


